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Who loves you?, Who teaches you? 

Who is related to you biologically? 

Who shares your values or passions? 



Happy Birthday Mary! 
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Permanence: Not a Placement 



The Lifetime View of Permanence 

~ 3 Tests 
 

 
·The ñMiss-me-when-I-
donôt-show-upò Test 

·The ñAge 34ò Test 

·The ñHospitalò Test 



Permanency:  

Is it for Me? 



 

 

 

 

BOTH/AND 



Many Youth Do 

Exceptionally Well! 



Outcomes for Youth in Care 
Former Foster 

Youth 

General 

Population 

Currently Employed 48% 76% 

Median Earnings $8,000 $18,300 

Have a Bank Account <50% 85% 

Have Health Insurance 57%  78% 

Been Pregnant (women) >75% 40% 

Impregnated a Partner (men) 61% 28% 

High School Diploma or GED 3X more likely 

Have been Homeless or Couch-Surfed  37% 1% 
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ÅPost traumatic stress disorder rates double that of war 

veterans 

ÅSerious untreated health conditions 

ÅChildren with an identified disability are more than three 

times more likely to be maltreated than other children   

ÅHigher rate of becoming victims of crime, or engaging in 

criminal activityðover 270,000 American prisoners were 

once in foster care 
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Good 

News! 
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Letôs Take a ñP. 
O.ôedò Look at 

few of these 

Data Points  
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Fewer HS diplomas, More GEDs,                                            

Fewer College Grads:                                                                        

Whatôs Permanence Got to Do with It? 



By Age 23 ï nearly twice as many pregnancies ï 

Whatôs Permanence Got to Do with it? 

 



4 years after Foster Care: 37% Homeless ~ 

Whatôs Permanency Got to Do With It? 



270,000 U.S. Prisoners were once in foster care:  

Whatôs Permanence Got to Do With it? 



Youth with Severe Disabilities in Foster Care: Whatôs 

Permanence Got to Do With It? 


